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Jane - The Managing Horses on Small Properties seminars in Victoria and Canberra were awesome with fantastic attendances. Melbourne Water hosted some of our seminars in Victoria as they are keen supporters of what we provide. Its just fantastic that we are able to address horse welfare and environmental issues all at the same time. We are now beginning to meet people who have been doing some of the things that we advocate on the seminars for some time (such as the central point system) and are loving the benefits (and so are their horses and their property - even non horsey partners love it because the system saves so much time and money). It is also great to pick up a few trips and ideas from people we meet along the way, we will be adding some of these new ideas to our talks and sharing them with you on this website. It was a poignant few weeks knowing that they would be the last seminars we would deliver for a while as we will be away from Australia for the next six months.


We are now in the UK. It is still chilly most days but we are having a great time. In the sixteen years that we have lived in Australia we have only been back to the UK a couple of times so it is amazing to see the changes as well as the things that have stayed the same (the weather hasn't changed, the supermarkets have improved out of sight!). We are originally from the north of England and that is where we are currently while we get a vehicle sorted out so that we are free to travel. Gypsy cobs are literally everywhere, even tethered at the side of the road (with foals running loose). The very famous Appleby Fair is in June (if you are interested Google Appleby Fair for lots of links) and many are gradually making their way there. We will be going and I will let you know how it goes.


On the 6th May we attended a Managing Grazing for Horses seminar at the World Horse Welfare centre (formally ILPH) (Hall Farm, Snetterton, Norfolk). What a place! A huge farm just for the rescue and rehabilitation of horses. There are many such places in the UK. The large population of the UK gives more scope for such places to develop but at the same time means that there is a great need for such places. The World Horse Welfare organisation does sterling work both in the UK and overseas in the third world and developing nations (see www.worldhorsewelfare.org). 
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There was a tour of the farm paddocks as part of the day. Interestingly most of the horses live outside all year round - without rugs! Samantha Lewis (Deputy Head of UK Welfare Support and WHW) was telling a story about how a girl who came to work at the centre from Finland recently was surprised at how many rugs horses in the UK wear compared to in Finland. Imagine if she was to visit Australia! It did bring it home to me as I remembered how surprised I was when I first arrived in Australia at how many rugs horses wore. Some of the overweight horses at Hall Farm - in addition to not wearing rugs - are clipped in the winter (a trace clip - leaving the back covered) so that they can still be worked and so that they actually get cold and shiver off some fat! The winter paddocks have large field shelters but as Sue Hodgkins (Hall Farm centre manager) explained, the horses tend to not use them and they are gradually replacing them with windbreaks (see the picture on the left). 
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A huge problem in the UK is fat horses and laminitis. In the UK grass tends to be abundant and the grasses tend to be ‘improved’. Added to this the soil is usually very good and the rainfall high. There is also a huge range of bagged (supplementary) feeds for every conceivable type of horse resulting in a lot of competition between feed companies (and marketing). It is very easy for new horse owners to get sucked in to feeding their horse too much. Many of the rescue horses received at the World Horse Welfare centre (in Norfolk) are overweight rather than underweight. As it was pointed out in a talk by Samantha Lewis about weight and horses and managing their intake, underweight horses usually make a good recovery and go on to lead useful lives whereas many overweight horses often end up with permanent problems with laminitis and other obesity related disorders, which may even lead to the horse needing to be uthanised. 


The British Grassland Society (www.britishgrassland.com) grass seminar was also very interesting. There were some very good speakers including Jane van Lennep doing a great talk/demo about horses and fibre - Jane uses props such as garden hose and vacuum hose to demonstrate parts of the horses digestive system and how it works, and Dr Elizabeth O’Beirne-Ranelagh (Author of Managing Grass for Horses) who was talking about different grasses for horses. The day was sponsored by Oliver Seeds and Dow AgroSciences. Seed sellers in the UK are just as keen to get ‘into’ the horse industry as they are in Australia but it is so difficult for seed sellers as the horse industry generally requires the opposite of what beef, dairy and sheep industries do and these industries are what they have traditionally been working with. It is great to see them at such seminars as they will in time begin to provide what the horse industry needs - generally hardwearing, low energy grasses that are easy to manage and safe for horses.  
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Additions to the site since our last update in March are - Would you like to know about TREC - It's all the rage in Europe, and is considered the fastest growing equine sport in the UK - and perhaps the world! Have a look at www.bhs.org.uk/Riding/BHS_TREC.aspx also have a look at the Campaign for compulsory registration, microchipping and passports for horses (Australia) Facebook page click here. Another interesting web page to look at is the Quest Equine Welfare Network page. I found a really interesting website (USA based) www.sustainablestables.com. Sustainable Stables is an organization of equestrian and environmental professionals dedicated to sustainable, environmentally-sensitive horsekeeping. Well worth a look!


 


You forget how cold Britain can be even in spring, I haven’t worn so many clothes in years, never mind jeans and socks!!, still we are now beginning to become acclimatised. It has been good to catch up with family and old friends again, but we now have to get down to some work, the first of which is sort out transport. What a headache, we have looked at every possible permutation of car, van, camper, trailer.(mainly because I want to take my motorbike with us to Europe), but I think we are finally getting there. We will be leaving in a few days for a trip around England (a bit of work, but also taking my parents on a bit of a holiday), one of the first stops will be Appleby Horse fair, we will let you know how it goes, in the meantime enjoy some of the photos we have taken so far - a donkey eating a hawthorn hedge and the magnificent mane on a gypsy cob, his forelock is so long it has worn off at the bottom in straight line from when he is grazing. 
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