March 2010

Jane - Another busy month as usual. We did a workshop for the Redlands area (near Brisbane) and went on a very interesting property visit after the workshop. At this property racehorses (in work) lived in groups in paddocks along with ex racehorses undergoing recycling (to dressage horses) and spelling racehorses. It was wonderful to see them all happy and content grazing together. Not only are these valuable horses, but they come and go yet still get on (mares and geldings together! See picture below). Another paddock contained yearlings. The racehorses are stabled in large airy shelter yards at night so that their high energy requirements can be met with supplementary feed. 

I wish more people could understand the fact that horses need horses and should be kept in groups. You would not keep a child away from other children and expect them to grow up sane and it is just the same with horses. Just like with children play can be rough but it is an essential part of life. In my experience fences cause many more injuries than horses cause to each other. Trouble is - when horses are first turned out together this is when the most active or even aggressive behaviour is seen - which causes owners to panic and separate them again. Most of the time if they are just left to get on with it they sort it out and get along fine. The way we look after horses actually promotes aggression which is rarely seen in the wild. Remember that in the wild they are not fed on buckets of feed - grass is either everywhere or nowhere. Supplementary feeding with high energy feeds can cause aggression so horses should be separated for this. Have a look at a website I have just linked www.group-housing-horses.net 

We then went to Tasmania for a week to do some talks at Equus Inspirations followed by a seat clinic at a friends riding school (Sharon Brennan - www.horseridingtasmania.com). We managed to get some sight seeing in too and visited Port Arthur. Tassie is certainly very beautiful and we will go again. 

Before leaving QLD and while we were away huge amounts of rain resulted in floods. Horses and other animals often do badly in floods - sometimes being washed away completely. This is actually a common occurrence in many parts of Australia. The Queensland Horse council has some very useful facts sheets on their website including floods/fire and horses so make sure you have a look www.qldhorsecouncil.com. Our booklet Small Horse Properties - A management guide describes a system that can keep groups of horses safer during flood (while at the same time vastly reducing wear and tear in your paddocks) - see our shop.

In between travelling I also judged the photo show for Quest. The results can now been seen on the quest website Quest Horse Welfare photo show. Well done to all participants. Some of the photos were outstanding.

At the weekend I am flying to Melbourne for a Horse Safety Australia meeting. I always look forward to these yearly meetings as they are informative and fun. Horse Safety Australia (www.horsesafetyaustralia.com.au) is an organisation that is committed to improving the safety record of horse activities in Australia. Horse Safety Australia has been the leader in setting standards for the industry. Have a look at the website if you are interested in becoming qualified as a riding instructor or trail guide or want information about safety issues.

Within days of getting back from the meeting we are on the road again as we move out of where we have been staying in Byron Bay (19th March) and prepare to travel overland to Melbourne in early April for some workshops and then Canberra for some more workshops and some talks at the Canberra Horse Expo EquineX www.equinex.org. We love Canberra as it was the first place we stayed when we emigrated to Australia 15 years ago. After Canberra we will be leaving for Europe for about six months.

Stuart We really enjoyed Tassie, it looks like the love child of Scotland and mainland Australia, and any town which has Cascade Brewery and Cadbury Chocolate tours as two of its major attractions gets our vote!! Most of the time the weather was good, but when those southerlies blew, it was definitely Scottish. We plan on returning at some point on our travels, next time taking the bikes and seeing more of the island. Currently we are preparing for the next leg of our trip, leaving Byron by late March. We still haven’t sorted out our travel and accommodation plans yet, but that’s what makes it exciting. Bye for now and until next time - Jane and Stuart

