Oct - Nov 2010

Stuart (Jane is busy, busy writing) Left cold blustery England and arrived in cold blustery Australia, the plus side is that things are getting better over here whereas in England....well you know the story. On the second day back we managed to find both a van and a caravan to buy, amazingly in this vast land of ours they were both only 20kms apart. The van is a Renault Master (virtually the same as the one in England), the caravan was previously used by the first fleet. Actually it is quite good but caravans are about three times more expensive over here, so for twice times as much money we could only buy a caravan that was 10 years older than the one we have in England. It is in great condition and works well.

We were vanoracks, we are now fast becoming caravanoracks (like trainspotters but for caravans). In a couple of years we will be experts. At the moment we haven't a clue.

Once we had these, we spend the next couple of week working frantically on a new series of books which we had to get to the printers in order to take them to Victoria with us in the first week in Nov. During that time Jane also managed to pass her full motorcycle licence (thanks Tony!!). The day after passing her test we went out on a great (motorbike) ride, firstly to see one of Jane's horses (out on loan) at a place called Kooralbyn, then we returned via O'Rileys, going up Duck Creek Rd and down the other side. For those not familiar with the area, O'Rileys is on top of a mountain, Duck Creek Rd is a steep twisty dirt road, the other side is a steep very twisty tarmac road with lots of hairpin bends. Jane did excellent on what was a challenging first ride, although she wouldn't do the two creek crossings and made me wade back to bring both bikes over.

We just managed to get most of the books to the printers in time before setting off on our travels (more accurately.. commuting to work). As usual we left things until the last minute and were still throwing things in hours after we were supposed to set off. Our first scheduled stop was Canberra, but as we did not get moving until 1pm, our first stop, and our first night in our new home, was at a layby at the side of the road somewhere in NSW. We finally got to Canberra on day 2 of our travels and stayed at Exhibition Park (a showground) for the next few days. We ran two very successful seminars in Canberra and managed to catch up for a very pleasant evening with some of our Canberra family. 

After Canberra we have moved onto the Yarra Valley in Victoria. For you non Aussies, Yarra Valley is a very picturesque wine growing region (which is a little wasted on us).  One of the evenings was a meeting to form a new equine landcare group and 75 people turned up, a great night and we look forward to seeing how things develop. We went for a walk into the small town and found what was laughingly called an Irish pub. For an Australian bar it actually had some character and was quite old, however the beer was the usual cold fizzy Aussie beer that you could buy anywhere, still it had to be sampled just in case......

We stayed at a few more places in Vic (hello Julie & Joe, Doug &  Judy and everyone at Mill Valley Ranch!!). Then it was Equitana where Jane talked formally and informally for three days straight, followed on the fourth day by an all day seminar. I would like to say a BIG thank you to Wendy Smith and Julie Moran who helped me to sell some of the new booklets after Janes talk, I would have been lost without them

Until next time.....

If you can't convince them, confuse them. 

